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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

North Lanarkshire Council Psychological Service 

1. North Lanarkshire Psychological Service welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this 

consultation. We endorse the ASPEP response but wish to add comments from the 

perspective of a local authority psychological service and to include comments not 

contained in their response. The ASPEP response highlights the key role and significant 

contribution that educational psychologists make to many aspects of the delivery of 

services to children, young people, their families and the other staff supporting them. We 

share the concern expressed about capacity of educational psychology services to meet 

these demands and expectations: our establishment has and will be further reduced. 

Also, we have major concerns because the training of educational psychologists has 

been compromised and these changes have significant implications for the future of the 

service and the profession as a whole. 

Part 1 

2. With ASPEP, we support the commitment to the rights of children and young people. We 

agree with their concern about the extent of incorporation of UNCRC into this legislation 

and the lack of detail about issues regarding poor or non-compliance. 

Part 2 

3. It is difficult to determine what criteria would be used for a referral to the Commissioner 

and how this involvement fits the activities of other national investigating bodies. 

4. We have concern that this new power carries the risk of encouraging and solidifying an 

adversarial approach. For example this has been the experience of psychologists 

involved in some ASN Tribunals. 

Part 3 

5. In North Lanarkshire, integrated planning is in place, with psychologists integral to this 

process. For example, members of the Service have developed a Resilience Framework 

and Assessment and Planning tool which will be routinely used across the authority. 

6. Well-being is a more aspirational, positive, proactive and useful concept in terms of 

Getting It Right For Every Child. By comparison, welfare is perceived more negatively 

and narrowly, focusing on ‘problems’ and on child protection and the benefits system. 

7. We suggest that the rights of children and young people should be more explicit in 

Children’s Services planning. 

8. We welcome the requirement to report to Scottish ministers on councils’ promotion of 

children’s rights. 

Part 4 – Named Person 

9. In addition to the points raised by ASPEP, we wish to pose the following: 

10. Public Health Nurses (PHN) may not always be in the best position to act as named 

person if there are no significant health needs and child attends a nursery establishment. 
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The manager of an early years establishment would be a more appropriate named 

person as the functions of the role are already being undertaken by nursery heads. 

11. If children attend primary school at 4½ years old, who is the named person when those 

children are in school? It is suggested that school management is in a better position to 

fulfil this role. 

12. Who will ensure that all PHNs are fully aware of their duties as a Named Person? 

13. In North Lanarkshire, in the current ‘birth to three’ process, the Senior Educational 

Psychologist has the role of named person when putting together the holistic 

assessment. Is an implication of the Bill that this 0-3 process should be taken over by the 

PHN, given the definition of Named Person? 

Part 5 – Child’s Plan 

14. The ASPEP response covers all points. 

15. There is a need for considerable integration between the various legislative frameworks 

and non-statutory plans (as mentioned in SPICe briefing document, page14). 

16. The integration of multi-agency planning and intervention is dependent on the 

development of children’s service within the local authority context and should be 

directed towards achieving systems which do not necessitate additional layers of 

planning.  

Part 6 – Early Learning and Childcare 

17. The increased emphasis on the needs of 2 year olds is welcomed but nursery 

placements should not be regarded as the most appropriate intervention for all children. 

There is a need to adopt a more flexible approach in meeting the needs of families and 

children. 

18. A change perception of nursery is suggested, with a move toward a proactive learning 

environment to support and build on parenting skills and involvement. 

19. We support the idea of ‘stay and play’ where nurseries offer a session for parents and 

their child(ren) to attend stay and play in the establishment, as a way of helping parents 

develop their own skills. 

Part 7 – Corporate Parenting 

20. There should be a differentiation of the roles and responsibilities of the bodies listed in 

schedule 3, detailing the enhanced corporate parenting duties of e.g. local authorities. 

Part 8 – Aftercare 

21. Clarification is required on how aftercare is requested and by whom. Would more direct 

responsibility of the Named Person help with this? 

22. Aftercare is only available and applies to young people who are ‘looked after’ when they 

turn 16. Clarity is required on what is meant by ‘looked after’ in this context. 

23. What provisions are in place to ensure young people are still eligible for Aftercare, given 

requirement is based on need rather than age? 
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Part 9 – Duty to Some 

24. How is ‘intensive family therapy’ defined? Will this be left to authorities to interpret? If this 

is the case, it has to be acknowledged that the range of counselling provision is likely to 

vary greatly across Scotland. 

25. If ‘level of risk’ is the principal tool used to assign intensive family therapy, will 

practitioners still have the opportunity, without fear of prosecution, to identify when 

families are/are not ‘counselling ready’ and suggest an alternative to intensive family 

therapy? 

Part 10 – Kinship 

26. This Service agrees with the widening of support to kinship carers to improve outcomes 

and decrease chances of number of looked after placements for young people. 

Section 11 – Adoption Register 

27. The register could offer a more consistent approach and the access to national 

information could benefit the permanence of children and young people. 

28. However, what would be the statutory duty regarding information required for each 

child’s entry? 

Alison MacDonald, Principal Educational Psychologist 

North Lanarkshire Council Psychological Service 

26 July 2013 


